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The Use of Sharps Container

What’s wrong with these pictures?

Overfilled, needles facing upwards and exposed, not covered, and place

non-sharps such as syringes and tissues

A
Related Incidents: " %,,’/.%@
1. A laboratory technician was injured by a needle that
rebounded from the overfilled sharps container during disposal,
resulting in a finger puncture that required an occupational
exposure assessment.
2. A hospital cleaner was injured by an exposed needle while
handling a sharps container due to the lid not being completely
closed. Post-exposure testing showed no infection, but still
required prophylactic medication and follow-up monitoring.

Good Practice
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The sharps container
should be placed in a
location that is easy to
access and within reach. It
is recommended to provide
relevant guidelines for
proper use. >
The sharps cont
material shoul
requirements f
resistance a
proofing. Ensu

Remove the needle by using the sharp
box drip hole or the plier, it is prohibited
to remove the needle by hand.

The contents of the sharps

container must not exceed
75% of the marked capacity.
When the container is 75%
full, it must be replaced
immediately and and an

effective sealing method - % : Bior Siaamh
should be used to ensure e . ; .

that the packaging or esearch Institute (BIRI) I

container is tightly and Sharps containers shall only be used for

securely sealed. needles, blades, and other sharp objects.

Reference materials:
1.Safety moment NO. 022 Safety Guidelines for The Use of Syringe
Needles
2.Standard of packaging bags, containers and warning symbols
specific to medical waste HJ 421-2008
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